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A 
SEASONABLE ALARM 


TO THE: 


City of Lo Nx DON, 


ON 


Preſent important CRISIS; | 


SHEWING , 


By moſt convincing Arguments, 
That the 


NEW Method of PAVING the STREETS 
with Scotch PEBBLES; and the PUL- 
LING DOWN of the SIGNS, muſt be 
BOTH equally pernicious ta the HEALTH 
and MORALS of the People of ENGS$ 
LAND, 


—— Non tofſum ferre, QUIRITES, 


Græcam Urbem, 


Juvenal. 

— — 0 CMIZENS! 
# on bear a Scotch Metropolis. 

Zeal's Miſcel. 


By ZACHARY ZEAL, r 
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DEDICATION. 
A D I followed my own 
Inclination, and not liſ- 
tened to the urgent In- 
treaties of my Friends, (to whoſe 
importunate Solicitations the Pub- 
lick owe the Peruſal of the fol- 
lowing Treatiſe) it had certain- 
ly come into the World, as we 
all do, naked, and without Or- 
nament: But according to cuſ- 
tom, having granted one Favour, 
I was not at liberty to refuſe 
ſeraller, and ſo was obliged to 
conſent to write a DEDICATION : 
Now of all forts of Writing, 
bred entirely on this fide Tem- 
Ple-Bar, and untaught to flatter, 
the Delicatory is what I am 
5 1 molt 


(vi) 
moſt unfit for; and I found my- 
ſelt immediately at a. loſs, both 
for Perſons, proper to be the Pa- 
trons of /uch a Work; and for 
el 7015 proper for me to ap- 
ply to my Patrons upon /uch an 
important Occaſion. I conſidered 
firſt of the Parliament; but the 
ſixteen Scorch Peers, and the for- 
ty-five Scorch Commoners in it, 
preſently diſguſted me: 1 then 
bethought me, who might be the 
ſecond Body of Men in the King- 
dom ; and upon a yery little Re- 
collection, (it is to my Shame, it 
ſhould have employed a Moment) I 
diſcovered that the C-mm-1 C--nc-l 
of L--ND--N moſt undoubtedly 
was neut in Dignity to the Bri-— 
ziſh Parliament ; I remembered that 
that high Rank had been lately 
adjudged to belong to them by 
Tsd. ICE itſelf; And not without 
Reaſon; they having been, occa- 
ſionally, the Ne of Parlia- 
ments, and the lage Counteilors 


5 

( vi) 
of the Counſellors of Majeſty. For | 
theſe, and obere Reaſons, 


TO THE 
 C-MM—N C—NC—L 


O F 


I 
* R E A. T I 8 E, 
With Due Reſped, 


Dedicated and Addreſſed, 


BY 


ZACHARY ZEAL. 


Lin STONE, Cannon fret, this Sixth of 
November, 1764. 


* The Editor having, by an Accident, 
the Reader will afterwards be informed 
4 * of 


(vii 
of, become Maſter of the Author's Notes, 
found, in the firſt 1amſcript Edition of 
this De ication, - theſe detached Sentences 
have much Knw/e/ge, eſpecially ho- 


litical. Much Palience, particularly 
under domeſtic Misfortunes free from 
Vanity, in Plate, Entertainments, Dreſs, 
and Servants' Liveries——from all Ay ec- 
tation and Mimickry of the Manners of the 
Court, very religious, eſpecially. in the 
Obſervation of Sunday Men of univer- 
ſal Learning; but more particularly in the 
belles Letixes——very eloquent in Veſtries, 
and at the Huſting Supporters of Go- 
vernment, chiefly of late reſpectful to 
their Sovereign; /ilently SO, on publicł Oc- 
cafions, deeply ſkilled. in the Law; 
eſpecially the Law of Parliament——much 
eſteemed as Individual: ; highly reſpected 
as a Body. — Perhaps from theſe may be 
gueſſed the Author's othey Reaſons : But 
this is only a Conjecture of the Editor. 


» 
CY 


TO 


(ix) 


8 iO | 7 e. SOV 

ANT 5 Dee 

| WC 2 N e 8 Ws 
IF ' N * : 


RE A D E R. 
Gentle Reader, 


HEN thou ſhall have come 
, * to the End of this Book, thou | 
wilt then certainly know, that 1t has 
coft the Author much Tine and La- 
our; which, of a Truth, it has: But 
it is meet that I ſhould previouſly in- 
form Thee of this; that, beſtowing 
u pon it the proper Attention, Thou 
mayeft receive abundant In/truftion, 
and Entertainment from the Peruſal : 
Above all things, let me caution Thee 
againſi a curſory Readmg of it; {a 
Method alas / but too frequent in cur 
Days) 


(x) 

* } affuring Thee, whether Thou 
ever diſcovereſt it, or whether Thou 
difcovereſt it not, that, throughout the 
whole, more is meant; than meets 
the Ear: I have wrote it leſs with a 
View to make Thee read, tban to lead 
Thee to think——and, 70 think uſe- 
fully zoo, a thing much Jeldomer 
practiſed, than, without great Knows 
| ledge of the World, one could ca- 
fly believe: I, i ping Thee much 
Happineſs ; I wiſh Thee Health and 
a contented Mind, — Adieu. 


REQUEST. 
R /T Lord., or my Lady; Sir, or 
Madam ; I am very unwill- 
ing to detain. you longer, hungering 
and thirſting as I know you are, after 
Inſtruction, from this rich Repaſt 
but, for the ſake of your own Under- 
ſtanding, as well as that of others, 
to whom you may chuſe to read, 
or repeat, I muſt beg of you—— — 
to read at leiſure: The Effects of 
much good Writing are loſt, from 
bad Reading: Let me intreat you 
therefore to mind your Accents, and 
your Emphaſis; and to read ſlowly 
— Now pleaſe to begin. 
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SEASON ABLE. ALARM 


T © THE 48 


City of f Loxnox, 


” A 


'GENTLEMEN®, 5 Pen 


F all the baneful Coats 
which attend the Rage of Poli- 
A tticks, no one appears to me more 

dangerous, than their withdrawing People's 


Attention from things material, and in which 


they are more immediately concerned; and 
placing it upon Objects, trifling in them- 
ſelves, and in which, perhaps, they have 
not the remoteſt Intereſt : Provided we 


Now you may fancy this a Fade to the 
Common-Council, tho' it is dedicated to them 
But, read on; and you will ſee. 


B Me 
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The AS 
i Taffered to cut Laguoad, Ihnbiefied, in 


the Bay of Honduras, it is no matter, tho' 
the Earth is moved from under our Feet 


in n England and if a thorough-bred Poli- 


ician has but the Authority of the Gazette, 

vat all Differences'concetnins Thrks Bunt 
are to be adjuſted, in a manner ſuitable to 
the Dignity of the Crown of England, he 
reads, with much Indifference, that a Storm 
has laid waſte 2 whole County, or .th 
Fire has deſolated ſome Streets in this G 
A great Commoner once ſaid, America Was 
conquered in Germany; and I can, with 
equal truih, affirm, that England will ſoon 
be I in America Of this, can there ben 
more ſtriking and melancholy Proof, thay | 
that Careleſſneſs and Indifference, that total 
want of true old Engliſb patriotic Concern, 
with which moſt of our Countrymen ſit 


tame and liſtleſs Spectators of the dreadful 
Devaſtation, occaſioned by the Introduc- 


tion of Srotch Adminiſtration, and of Scotch 
Pebbles, into this Metropolis. Not con- 
tented with the Aſcendant, they have ſa 


unduly obtained over us, they take this 


method of publiſhing it to the World, by 


razing 


(3) 

razing our Streets, and pulling down dit 
Signs ; fo that in a ſhort time we ſhalt not 
have a Foot of Engliſh Ground to walk 
upon, nor will there be a Sign of an 
Engl, ſhman left, in the ME: of Eng | 
land. 20 

The faithful Pen of Hiſtory records, 
that Conquerors, in antient times, uſed to 
throw down the Houſes, and to plougli up 
the Streets of the Cities of the ſubdued 
Land: The Sots have not yet proceeded 

quite ſo far: Thank Heaven we have ſtill 
dur Houſes to live in; but theſe Houſes ſo 
bared, fo ſpoiled of their Ornaments, that 
many of our Streets ſeem not the fame they 
were fix Months ago; and they are per- 
haps left ſtanding, one in the hopes, that 
they may in time be inhabited by theſe 
Emigrants, or their Poſterity ; who, as the 
Goths and Vandals over-ran Halb, will, # 
am afraid, at length overſpread and ravage 
this unhappy Land. The fad Situation, to 
which they have reduced ſome of our moſt 
ancient Streets, needs not to be painted'to 
any one, who has for ſome time paſt, with 
equal Sorrow and” Inconvenience, walked 

4 B 2 the 


\ 


(4) 


che Strand: Every Gutter, ſympathiſing 
with all true hearted Engliſbmen, weeps 


the dreadful Effects of Scotch Adminiſtra- 
tion. Even the Pofis, theſe innocent, in- 
offenſive, nay uſeful, Ornaments of the 
Foot- paths, have not eſcaped their Rage of 
Innovation Theſe alſo are taken away, and 
the old Barriers, between Horſes and the 
human Species, being thus removed, Eng- 
liſumen are caſt out into the Streets, and 
obliged to mix with the brute Creation : 


This ſeems to me to be a ſfrong Step to- 
wards making Beofis of Burden of us en- 


tirely ; and it will be well for us, if we 
ſhare not a ſeverer Fate than the Gideo- 
nites of old, and become not worſe than 
Hewers of Wood, and Drawers of Water, 
to theſe infolent and overbearing Scots, 
Numbers of my credulous, unſuſpicious 
Countrymen are impoſed on, by the artful 
Pretences of that crafty People, that all 
theſe Alterations are for our good, and that 


it is oe Intereſt they have only at heart: 


But, in this the Set reſemble omen, who 


never want means to attain theix end; 


whenever the K ots have had a Job of their 


639 
8wn to ſerve, they have always had Ad- 
dreſs enough to make a number of People 
believe that they were quite diſintereſted, in 
the Matter ; and all they did, they have 
gilded over, with the Pretence of Attention 
to our Welfare and Regard for England : 


But you, Gentlemen, are not to be de- 


ceived in this manner; you know well, 
that the Amor Patria, is ſtrongly prevalent 
in all Nations ; and, that the Scots are more 
remarkably infected with it, than any other 
People : It were therefore againſt Proba- 
bility, againſt Common-Senſe, againſt Rea- 
ſon, againſt ſound Judgment, againſt Re- 
flection, againſt Experience, againſt Honour, 
againſt Truth, and againſt human Nature 
iſelf, to ſuppoſe any Man, born on the 
North Side of the Tweed, to have theſmalleſt 
Attention to any Man, or any Inch of Land 
on the South Side——excepting, to make 
that Man his Slave, and that Inch of Land 
his Property, As well might one ſuppoſe 
a Man, born in Cumberland, concerned for 
8 | | the 

* Theſe two Words fignify, the Live of our 


native Land.— This for my Readers in Port. r- 
houſes. 


(6) 
the Intercft of Cornwell; which muſt; at 
firſt fight, appear to be a Suppoſition totally 
chimerical ; and would be even more than 
2 Member of Parliament pretends to: Mr, 
T—kf—1d, a Gentleman whom upon this 
Occaſion I mention with Pleafure, writing 
lately to his Conſtituents at EX, in a 
Letter intended for Publication, and on an 
Qccafion, where eventhe Affectation of Love 
t one's Country would be advantageous, 
yet by no meanscarries it ſofar asto ſuppoſe, 
that a Scotchman may not poffefs a fufficient 
Love for his Country, without having the 
leaſt regard for England; or that a NH 
Man may not be a very good Patriot, with- 
out the ſmalleſt Attention to the Welfare of 
the Inhabitants of Deron. He fays, in his 
Letter, after narrating his Services laſt Seſ- 
ion, I am ready to join in any legal 
% conſtitutional Attempt to free my Cuntry 
„ from this moſt partial and ofpreffrve 
% Tax.“ Now you, Gentlemen, are not 
ignorant, 

In any other Letter, J ſhould have doubted 
if partial and oppreſſive Tax was a cohſtitutional 


Mo de of Expreſſion. But I ſuppoſe Privilege of 
Parliament extends not only to Members Per ſons 


but to their Ep.ſtles. 


(7) 

ignorant, though les knowing Ones may, 
that the Tax he ſpeaks of affects only ffæ 
or ſeven Counties; and ſo you ſee the Ex- 
tent of his Country, and of courſe of his Love 
to this ſame Country of his: You perceive 
bis Love to his Country, extends hut to a 
few Counties of Vngland; and will you, 
Gentlemen, allow yourſelves in ſuch wild 
Extravagancies ; as, after this, even to ſup- 
poſe, that a narrow hearted, clanniſh Steh- 
man could contain, in his Boſom, patriotio Af. 
fection ſufficient to embrace not only all the 
Counties of Sutland, which are about thir- 
ty, and bleak enough to cool the moſt ar- 
dent Love, but alſo to hug forty Counties 
of Englund, with the twelve Veſſb Coun- 
ties beſides; this is beyond all Realong 
and above all Belief. 

Undeceived: by theſe Corifiderations, I 
hope my deluded Countrymenwill not lon- 
ger ſuffer themſelves to be impoſed on by 
this 8:0: ch Trick. The Scots affect to be wiſer 
than either we or our Anceſtors; But 1 
thmk we may fay to them, as old People 
often can to young, You think us Fools; bit 
We knw that you are Fools: Had the 
Paving 
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Paving of the Streets, or the Suſpenſion of 


Signs, been any new Invention, their Pre- 


tenſions toſuperior Knowledge had been leſs 
intolerable, Not, that I yield a Point in 
Invention, or in any other Branch of Genius, 
to the haughty Scot; or ſee that more Wiſ- 
dom is likely to arife from an Oat-cake and 
Onion, than from good roaſt Beef and 
Plumb-pudding,—But, to preſume to ſet up 
their crude Schemes againſt our Wiſdom of 
Ages, to pretend to adviſe us in the Paving 
of the Streets of London, whoſe Streets were 
paved, before a Stone of their ſweet ſmell- 
ing Edinborough was laid, nay, for aught 
IT know, or you either, Gentlemen, per- 
haps before an Inch of Scotland exiſted: 
This, this is the very Height of Arrogance ; 
and low, low indeed, have we reduced 
ourſelves, when they dare to dictate. to us 


in this inſolent manner, and ypon uch 2 


Subject. | 

I own I feel for the Honour of my na- 
tive Country; I hope, you alſo do, Gen- 
tlemen, upon ſuch an Occaſion, and in a 
Point of ſuch national Importance: Would 


I had the Tongue of a Cicero or a Demoſtbe- 
nes, 


„ 

nes, thoſe celebrated Common-Counc l- 
Men of Rome and Athens ; then would 1 
lift up my Voice in the Streets, and pro- 
claim to my Fellow Citizens their Danger: 
To you, Gentlemen, I now addreſs myſelf, 
and from the immenſe JVeight of the Argu- 
ments I am about to uſe, and your well 
kn;zwn Wiſdom and patriotic Spirit, J yet 
hope that this Rage for Se57ch Meaſures, 
notwithſtanding the miſtaken Zeal of ſome, 
ſhall never be ſuffered to enter the City 
Gates. 

Firſt then, Gentlemen, in new- mode 
ling our Streets, the Steh, and their Ad- 
herents, Scotified Engliſhmen, pretend, that 
our Advantage, and the Improvement of 
the Place, are their ſee Motives; and 
that they are entirely diſntereſted; where- 
as, on the other hand, I aftirm, and will 
ſhow it, that the new Method of Paving is 
hrejulicial to both the Health and Morcls of 
the Inhabitants, and that the Scots are the 
only Gainers by this Quixotic Scheme. This 
laſt, that Prot is their ultimate End, it is 
moſt amazing nobody has before diſcover- 
ed, and is a Proof of our extreme Delu- 


CG ſion. 
\ 


610) 


fion; Every body knows the Poverty of 


Scotland, that it produces neither- Wine, 


nor Oil; neither Wheat nor Rye; and 
that almoſt the only three things, to be 
found in it, are Brimſtone, Oatmeal, and 


Onions“: Neceſſity is often the Parent of 
Invention, and ſeldom fails to ſharpen it: 


Nothing proves too hard, for theſe meagre 
Sons of the Mountain: They have contrived 
even to drive a Trade of Stones, and evince 
the Truth of what $:/omon ſays, that there 
is a Time to gather Stones, as well as a Time 
to throw them away : If in return for a 
Ship-load of their hard Hints, they carry 
back a Ship-load of our hard Guineas ; or 
Bags full of our Bank Notes, (known now 
to circulate even in the Highlands of So! - 
land) deſerve they not ſome Praiſe for their 

Ingenuity ; 


An Inſtance of the Poverty of Scotland.—A 
Lady of my Acquaintance here, lately received 


a Letter from a Lady of her Acquaintance there, 


in which ſhe complains the ſhould be ſtarved 
to Deith of Cold and Hunger; for, ſhe neither 
could get a Houſe to lodge in, nor Hams, 
Sbrimps, nor Ancho. ies. 1 1 ws 

N. B. The Lady was in Gage, which 
the Sols compare with. Liverpool. 


En (IT ) 
Ingenuity ;' and have they not like Crafts 
acquired the Power of converting the moſt 
worthleſs Subſtances into Gold. We, to 
be ſure, if 'tis much Conſolation, may be 
ſaid now, by. a Hgure, to . our 
Streets with Gold. 14 
No Complaint perhaps is juſtns, than 
that Luxury and Effeminacy faſt encreaſe: 
Our Lad lite delicate Youths, no longer 
able to bear the manly invigorating. Exer- 
ciſe of riding on Horſeback, are to be ſeen 
only, taking their Noon-day Airings, muf- 
fled'up in warm Coaches, or, if the: Wea- 
ther be very fine, and no rude Breath of 
Air abroad, the dear Creatures venture 
out in a ſingle Horſe Chair, indolently 
hung upon Steel Springs: Every Body knows 
how, rapidly bad Habits advance; tho“ 
few are aware how much very much 
more than moſt People imagine. Morals . 
depend upon the Exerciſe and bodily Strength. 
of any People: Our Fathers walked, run, 
and rode upon our old Streets, without 
Murmur, or Complaint; and they were a 
ſtronger and more virtuous Race, than their 


degenerate Sons But We have brought 
S 2 ourſelves, 


. 
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ourſelves, to ſuch an extreme Pitch of De- 
bility, that with the utmoſt Aſſiſtance of 


exerted Art, in the Conſtruction of our 


Carriages, (which ſeem rather contrived for 


the Purpoſes of deep than Conzeyonc? ; and 


might be called Dormiories) have yet 


ſcarce Strength ſuſſicient to uſe them, and 
are continually complaining of the terrible 
Pain of. jolting over the Stones. What 
emaſculated Huſbands are the Mothers of 
the preſent Age An tor their Dangh- 
ters? |, * 
The Roughneſs * our Streets; which, I 
am told, was the chief reaſon given for 
introducing theſe ſmooth Solch Pebbles, 
appears to me to be the very ſtrongeſt Ar- 
gument, that can in reaſon be urged againſt 
Nobody is ignorant that Exerciſe con- 
tributes extremely to Health, or rather in- 
deed, that Health is not to be had without' 


_ Exerciſe ; and that, without Health, no 


one can enjoy Happineſs : Moſt People 
feel alſo, how unwilling they are often to 
take a proper Degree of Exerciſe, and that 
it is happy for them, they are ſametimes 
oe to do it: Now of all Sorts of Ex- 

| erciſe, 


„ 
erciſe, the leaſt expenſive, the moſt con- 
venient, the moſt healthful, and the un- 
doubtedly moſt agreeable, - for almoſt all 
Ranks of People, is, that of. Jolling over the 
Stones - The Ladies take it, inſenfibly, in 
paying their Morning Viſits, or when they 
go a Sboßing ; the Courtter, when he goes 
to the Levee; the Lauyer, in driving to 
Weſtminfter-Hall ; the Phyſician, in viſiting 
his Patients, and in ſhort, every Man may 
take it at a ſmall Expence, and without, 
at any Time, going much out of his way, 
the proper Requiſites for it, being to be 
found, at the End of every Street : But if 
the preſent faſhionable Mode of Paving 
goes on, we ſhall not long have this in our 
power 3 and the healthful Roughneſs: of 
our Streets will be deſtroyed. 


An 

Ladies are ſaid, to go a Soping, Abe if in 
che Forenon, fick of themſelves, they order the 
Coach, and driving from Shop to Shop, without 
the flighteft Intention of purchaſing any thing, 
they peer the Tradeſman, by requiring him to 

| neh them his Goods, at a great Expence of 
Time and Trouble. —For which, after their De- 


patture, they ſometimes recelye, UT unmetited 
Benedictions. 


* 
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(14) 
An eminent Phyſician, but of a tender 


| Conſtitution, foreſeeing the dreadful Ef- 
fects that would be conſequent to this No- 


velty, long ago as I am informed, laid aide | 
his Seel Springs, and ordered his Chariot 
to be hung, ſo as to receive the utmoſt Ex- 
erciſe our ſmoothed Streets will now af 


ford ; and ſeveral Members of Parliament, 
TI hear, fuffered very much in their Health 


laſt Seffion, which no Doubt was occaſi- 
oned entirely, by the Alterations made on 
Parlament-Street, by which they were de- 


prived of their uſual Exerciſe; and, to their 
Non: attendance, the Effects, tou ſee, of 


theſe ole Pebbles, it was probably ow- 
ing, that Scotch Meaſures ſo much prevail 
ed; and things went not, in the Manner, 
you and I, and all good Engliſomen could 
have wiſhed : We ſhall undoubtedly have 
good Cauſe to rejoice, in our new Method 
of Paving, if thereby our Repreſentatives 
are difabled from diſcharg ging their Duty 
to their Country, and a Way is thus Pavel 
for the Loſs of our Liberty, and the over- 
throw of our Conſtitution : Thus, you ſee; 
this Evil goes farther than ſome People 
may 


_ C7 

may at firſt imagine, and this is one of the 
dreadful and pernicious Conſequences of 
Koch Pavement, which I believe but too 
few among us have attended to. You, 
Gentlemen, will in a very particular Man- 
ner, be affected by this pernicious Stab 
Smoothncſs, and therefore it is expected 
you ſhould more ſtrenuouſly exert your- 
ſelves to prevent Sotch Pavement from 
gaining Ground in the City. England has 
long admired you for your Underſtanding 
and Practice of Good Living; and to you it 
is we owe, Gentlemen, that our Chaces 
are not overſtocked with Deer, and that 
the glad Sound of Turtle Feafts are ſo fre- 
quently heard in our Streets. In their pri- 
vate Families, and at their publick Enter- 
tainments, I ſay it for their Honour, the 
Common- Council of London conſume more 
of theſe two Commodities, than all the reſt 
of the Kingdom: It is necęſſary they ſhould 
do ſo, for the Credit of the City; as wor- 
thy Patriots get drunk for their Country's 
Good. And how, Gentlemen, are they 
to digeſt theſe publick-ſpirited Meals, ne- 
ceflarily detained in Town, as the worthy 
Common» 


* 


(16) 
Common-Council-Men but too frequently 
are, but by the wholeſome Jolting of a 
Hackney-Coach——Deprive them of this, 
or deſtroy the Roughneſs of our Streets, 
fiom which the Exerciſe ariſes. and, dire 
to think ! what a long Liſt of aſeful and 
worthy Citizens is likely, every YVeniſon- 
Seaſon,” to ſwell the Bills of Mortality? 

It is a ftale, but juſt Obſervation, that 
the Romans were conquered by the very 
People they ſubdued ; and that their Vic- 
tories proved in the Event the Hurce of 
their Ruin : They learned the Luxury of 
the conquered Nations; they became effe- 
minate; and fell an eaſy Prey to the reſiſt- 
leſs Arms of a manly, rough, uncivilized 
Race: We know alfo, that Tyrants, when 
they have ſubdued a People, and deſpoiled 
a State of its Liberty, have alſo, by all 
means, promoted Luxury, and introduced 
all Sorts of effeminate Pleaſures, as the 
fureſt Methods of deſtroying the Morals of 
the Vanquiſhed, and of perpetuating their 
ſlaviſh Subjection. Let my Countrymen 
beware, leſt the hirdy Sons of Caledon 
meditate ſomething of the like fort ; and 


bring 


( | 
bring their ſmooth Pebbles here, only that 
they may ſome time hence, with more Se- 
curity, tread upon us, Timeo Danaos, & 
 Saxa fermnte:*, 

A great C-mmoner, who can ſee as far 
into a M//-St5:e as moſt People, once 
diſcovercd, that the Streets of Oxfcrd were 
paved with Jicobitiſm: And Tam, indeed, 
very much out in my Conjectures, if our 
Streets begin not to be paved with Rebellion; 
and if Sons of Diſaffection may not here- 
after ſpring from theſe Stones, All Philo- 
ſophers are agreed, that Air, Climate, 
Scaſons, Soils, and a thouſand other exter- 
nal Circumſtances, influence the Conſtitu- 
tions, and Manners of Mankind; and right 
Reaſon, as well as Philoſophy, requires us 
to believe, that our Minds and Bodies are 
alſo ſenſibly affected, by the S nα,i we 
walk upon + Every one knows that there is 
a moſt amazing Difference, both in animal, 
and ſpiritual Powers, between the Man 


* That is, I dread the Danes, the old Ere- 
mies of Fngland; and thoſe. who bring. Stones, 
that is, the Scots. Sce Merlin's Prophecy, p. 
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who continually treads on Turf, and him 
who conſtantly moves on Flint, Perhaps 
the Hardineſs of the Suotch Highlanders, 
cannot well be aſcribed to any other Cauſe, 
than that from their Infancy, they are 
inured to tread barefooted the hard Rock, 
If theſe things are ſo, as undoubtedly they 


are, may we not, with Juſtice, conſider 


every Sole Stone, as a. Sed of Diſloyalty ; 
and what have we to hope, but that half a 
Century hence, Heaven abridge not the 


Period! we may reap the Fruits of our 


difgraceful Labours, in a Harveſt of Re- 


bellion and Civil War, 


Having thus, I truſt, Gentlemen, 
proved to your Satisfaction, (as I have 
very much to my own) that the new Me- 
thod of paving the Streets, with Scotch Peb- 
bes, muſt be fatally deſtructive, both to 
the Health and Morals of our Inhabitants, 
I proceed next to ſhow you, that the - 
ling dun the Sign”, will, if poflible, be 


attended with ſtill nere pernicious Conſe- 


quences; and that, if this ſecond Part of 
this ruinous Scotch Scheme is carried into 
Execution, London muſt then indeed be 

andqne, 


=> 

undone, and Englind's Metropolis ruined, 
pait Redemption ; paſt the Power either 
of a P——tt or a Pr——tt, to ſave her. 

And now, Gentlemen, entering upon 
this here ſecond Branch of this important 
Argument, I will endeavour to preſerve 
the ſame Method I did in that here firſt ; 
and will unveil to you the latent Miſchiefs 
lurking under this baneful Project, fiſt as 
they will injure the Health, and after- 
W re, as they muſt affect the Morals of 
our robuſt, and yet virtuous Citizens. 
I am almoſt unwilling to recall to your 
Minds, any thing that has been already 
hinted ; for I am fully perſuaded, you 
have been reading with that great Degree 
of Attention, the Importance of the Subject 
requires; and yet I cannot here forbear re- 
minding you, that this being a Ste Mea- 
ſure, merits on that Account only, nay for 
that fingle, Reaſon alone demands, your 
warmeſt Oppoſition. But, Gentlemen, 
when you conſider that it is not only Scotch ; 
but taken with an Intention to nt you, 
to expoſe your Houſes naked, to the Won- 


der and Contempt of Foreigners; can you 
32 With 
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with the ſmalleſt Pretenc2 to the amiable 
Characters of Patriots, fit ftill a Moment 
longer, the tame Behoiders of the Injuries 
and Infults, thus offered to the Capital of 
your native Land. Little do you ſuſpect, 
Gentlemen, that the J-ws, long the Buyers 
of o Clothes, but of late the Purchaſers of 
old Signs, are only the Agents of Scotch 
Factors, employed to buy up the whole Ha- 
biliments of our Houſes, for the Ornament 
of Edinborcigb, Glaſgew, Aberdeen, and 
other Seotch Towns, which will ſhortly 
ſhine in the Spoils of London; juſt as our 
Churches, and the Halls of our Colleges, 
were, under Mr. P it's Adminiſtration, 
adorned with the Colours and Standards 
taken from the French: And. no Engliſb- 
man can doubt, that the S$:9'c) will point out 
theſe Signs of the Subduement of England, 
with the ame Exil ation we have often 
ſhewn the Trophies gained from France, 
but gained in a more honourable Manner : 
Obſerve in this too, how the Scotch turn 
our Misfortunes to thety Advantage, 


* 


(21) 
I juſt before hinted, what I thought the 
taking down the Poftes's* might lead to; 
{ſee p. 4.) and I ſhall only here ſuggeſt, 
what I am afraid may be the Conſequence 
of pulling down the Signs : Every one who 
has read that uſeful Book Dod//ey's Enwirons 
of London, muſt know, that Numbers of 
Streets in this City have their Appellation 
from ſome Sign in the Street; and for my 
own part, I confeſs, I cannot help being 
under Apprehenſions for the S!reet, when 
I ſee them pulling down the Sign, which 
gives Name to that Street: I believe no 
Perſon will doubt, that the Men, who had 
Hardineſs enough to kill Cz/ar, would 
ſcarcely have relented at the Murder of 4 
Dog, who bore tis Name. Gentlemen, 
pleaſe to turn this, ſericuſſy, in your own 
Minds. Now I proceed: 

Firſt then, in favour of the Healthfulneſs 
of this S-o!ch Meaſure : It has been alledged, 
that the Signs ſtop and obſtru@ the Circus 
lation of the Air, and occafion it to ſtag- 
nate; and ſtagnated Air, as ſtagnated Wa- 
ter, is unhealthful.— Now, Gentlemen, 
if 
* Warranted by the higheſt City-Author' ties. 
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if this happens at all, it muſt happen either 


in calm, or in wind) Weather: In calm Wea- 


ther the Air moves not, every one knows that; 
and in Common-Senfe, how can any thing 
be ſaid to be /tofpt, which is not in Motion: 
None ſurely but a Fool would talk of ſtop- 


Ping a Man, who food fill. — In calm 


Weather too, at worſt, the Signs, being 
at reſt from want of Wind, hang liſtlefs 
and motionleſs, neither doing good nor 
harm ; equally uſeleſs and infignificant (I 
mean only as to circulating the Air) as 
any of the many gay gaudy Infignificancies 
thatþaſs under them. — But this is not 
always the Caſe; for very frequently in 
calm Weather, ſhook by the Motion of Car- 
riages over rough old Engliſh Stones 
This will never happen by Carriages ſlid— 
ing .over ſmooth Scotch Pebble they 
occaſion a Circulation of Air, which could 
not otherwiſe happen, and create a cooling 
Breeze, for the Refreſhment of the.indu- 
ſtrious Tradeſman, as he pants along the 
Streets : It is alſo known, that in Weather 
where there is a little Air ſtirring} but in- 


ſufficient to move the Signs, they are yet 


even 


(23) 


— a 


of Air downwards, and fo increaſing its Ce- 


lerity below ; which cannot fail to prove 
both falutary, and agreeable, to the Paſ- 
ſengers underneath ; who move and breathe 
in that accelerated Current, 

It could not eſcape you, Gentlemen, 
that the ſame Motion of the Carriages on 
the Streets, which I mentioned to ſhake 
the Signs, muſt alſo ſhake the Walls of our 
Houſes ; and you will at a Glance perceive, 
of what Conſequence it is to have ths, as 
2 Check upon the Frauds of our Builders, 
and a kind of Compulfion upon them, to 
make good and ſufficient Work Once 
. they were freed from any Apprehenfion 
from the Motion of Carriages, who knows, 
whether our Houſes, reared in mild Sum- 
mer Weather, may got fall before the firſt 
Storm of Winter, and tumble about our 
Ears, upon the flighteſt Touch of an 
Earthquake. I am ſenſible this Argument 
is introduced here with ſome Tmpropriety, 
as to Connection; but it was too important, 
to be omitted; and of to much Conſequence, 
to be degraded into a Nolte. 
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J have already ſhewn that, in calm Wea- 
ther, Signs are at worſt znnoxious, and that 
they are ſometi mes uſeful —In windy Wea- 
ther, Ignorance itfelf only could alledge, 
that they occaſioned a Stagnation of Air: 
There is not a little Miſs of /ix Years old, 
from her Obſervation in a Drawing- 
Room, (to which they are now e earticr 
introduced, than our old-faſhioned Grand- 
mothers did their Daughters) who cannot 


inform us, that the Motion of a Fan creates 
' a briſk Circulation of Air, and cools: her 


Face: And what is a Fan, Gentlemen, but 
a Sign ; moved, indeed, above its Axis, 
where a Lady's /nowy Arm comes in place 
of a black iron Rod, and her Fingers and 
And ſerve not 
Fans as Signs too, and often give us a Hint 
of what we are to ext within! . Conſi- 
N dering, 

* intended here to have ſhewn, that a Fan 
full of well-dreſſed Figures, denoted its Wearer 
to be fond of Dreſs that one, crowded with 
Pigures of naked Boys, betokened the Lady to 


be amorous—of the Exerciſe, of which natural 
good Quality, Boys eftener than Girls are the 
Conſequence : But it requires a very particular 
Knowledge of the Sympathy between S uls and 
Eoaies, in Conjunction, to underitand this Obfer- 

| vation. 
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dering, therefore, that, in windy. Weather, 
the Signs not only move, but move briſkly, 
they muſt certainly be fo far from occa- 
ſioning a St:7nation of Air, as the Kors | 
would idly attempt to perſuade us, that, 
they muſt very conſiderably quicken its 
Circulation ; and there can be no more 
doubt, that Mr. Vind will move quicker 
on, aſſiſted by the buffetting Signs, than 
that a Man, running between two Rows + 
of; Spectators, where each Perſon gave 
him a Blow on the Back as he. pafled a- 
long, would much ſconer reach the Goal, 
than if he had run the ſame Courſe in a 
Field alone, or had been deprived of ſuch 
Aſſiſtance. ET 

This is therefore undoubtedly the Caſe, 
as the Signs move : But ſuppoſing them to 


vation. I meant alſo to have pointed out, how 
a Lady's Religion, Pol:ticks, and in ſhort all her 
good Qualities, might be difplaye upon, and 
are diſcoverable from her Fan. But I found 
this would have led me too far out of my way; 
and have therefore reſerved my Obſervat ons n 
that Subject for a particular Treatiſe, which | 
ſhall beg leave to ded cate, Gentlemen, to you!” 
fair Ladies, and their 1a-rer Daughters. 


E ro ſtand 


ſand ſtill, in windy Weather; they would 
be far from producing the bad Conſe- 
quences alledged againſt them: They 
would, on the contrary be of uſe: For 
ſuppoſing them to be immoveable, by 
contracting, they would frengtben and ac- 
celerate the Cui rent of Air; juſt as Boards, 
placed in the middle of a River, increaſe 
its Rapidity at the Sides; and, as Bars 
thrown in our Way, often quicken our 
Induſtry: If any Perſon doubt this, let 
him repair to Newgate-Street, (and tis well 
worth his Pains, to gain ſo much additional 
| Knowledge in natural Philoſophy) and he 
will there find, that the Stream of Air flows 
ſtronger under the Arch-way, than in any 
other part of the Street; which is wholly 
owing to the Oppoſition it there meets with 
from the fail, which confines its Courſe : 
This Obſervation will prove alſo, that this 
Priſon can be by no Means the unhealthy 
Place, ſome would repreſent it, but that on 
the contrary, it muſt be by much the moſt 
healthy, as it is undoubtedly the Hgatelioſn, 
and moſt agreeable Habitation, ia the whole 
Street: What Pretence can there be then 
lor 


( 27 ) 
for removing it, eſpecially under the op- 
probrious Appellation of a Nuſance; un- 
leſs with thoſe, by whom ſome of the 
wiſeſt Deeds of our Forefathers are termed 
Niſſances; and who ſcruple not to call 
Magna Charta itſelf a Nuſance, when it 
Nands in the way of their nefarious Schemes 
againſt Eng li Liberty: In my Opinion, 
N-weate, Magna Charta, and our Cinſtitu- 
tion, muſt ſtand and fall together“. 80 
far therefore, am I from thinking that this 
glorious Edifice ſhould be pulled down, 
that in Imitation of it, I would have Arches 
built acroſs moſt. of the principal Streets of 
the City, for the creating of Currents, and 
- accelerating the Courſe of the Air: When 
the Wind chanced to fit V &/terly, the 
Breath of Court-Favour would by this 
means ſooner reach the City ; and, when 
it was in the te Quarter, in this Man- 
ner, would our Complaints, whether 
againſt Pence, Cider, or Perry, be more 
quickly conveyed to the Royal Ear. 
jj 7 | & 
Let tie judicious Reader recollect the dread- 
ful Conſequences, which attended the Taking 


down of Luagate; and in whoſe Adminiſtration 
tat * . | 


( 

So fully was I convinced of the Utility 
of Signs, in preſerving the Air pure, that 
I had but lately contrived a piece of very 
ingenious Mechaniſm, for keeping them in 
perpetual Motion, in calm Weather : But if 
you, Gentlemen, are tamely to ſubmit to 
this intended Indignity, and our Signs are 
to be pulled down ; in that caſe, I retire 
with Pleaſure, and with my Machine, to 
ſome other City, whoſe Inhabitants are not 
vet $:0147ed out of their Underſtandings, 
(where I doubt not many warm and diſin- 
tereſted Friends to their Country will ſoon 
follow me) and whoſe Streets ſhall then 
have the Advantage of my ventilating En- 
vine, whilſt your naked and denuded 
Streets, without Sign or Ornament, will 
look as aukward, as a Lady in a Drawing- 
Room, who has forgot her Fan; and is 
perpetually employed in putting to rights 
her Hoop-petticoat, or adjuſting her Tuc- 
ker. The Phyſicians at the Weſt End of 
the Town have all this Summer, I have 
obſerved, travelled the Streets, with one 
of their Side-Blinds up, even in windy 
Weather ; which I now underſtand, is on 

. account 


= 


ful Evil 
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account of the Diminution of the Circula- 
tion of the Air, by the pulling dewn 7 
the $1975, 7 

Hitherto I have confidered the Downfall 
of the Signs, only as it muſt zmmediately 
affect the Health of our Citizens; and, 
even in this view, in a ſecondary Senſe, it 
may be regarded as noxious to their Mo- 
74 5, conſidering, as I have ſhown above, 
how much the Merals of any People de- 
pend, upon their Strength, and Healthful 
neſs - T now go on to conſider this dread- 
—It will be only dreaded, if 
you, Gentlemen, exert yourſelves as I truſt 
you will——m another light, viz. as it 
muſt conſiderably abridge the meons of 
Knowledge in this Metropolis ; and, of 
_ courſe deſtroy good Morals. It is a Maxim 
of the Roman Catholic, and I believe alſo of 
the Pre/bjterian Religion, (for they much 
reſemble one another) That no- 
© rance is the Mother of Devotion,” But 
our more enlightened Church holds very 
different Doctrines: The more Lizht, the 
more Religion; and he who clouds Know- . 
ledge, darkens the Paths of Virtue — Now, ; 

Gentlemen, 


| (30) 
Gentlemen, eyeing the Deſtruction of our 
Signs in this light, it is impoſſible to doubt 
a Moment, whether it will not be preju- 
dicial to Morality : How much the ſerious 
Contemplation of the Works of Nature 
contributes to Religion, Philoſophers of all 
Ages, and of all Nations, are agreed: All 
Creation preaches Rehgion : But with what 
a ſmall part of Creation, can the Shoe-black 
confined all Day to his Tr/p01, or the Tay- 
Jor ſquatted from Morn to Night, on his 
Maſter's Board, be acquainted ; if deprived 
of all other Occaſions, than what ariſe from 
their ſeveral Occupations : It is true, the 
firſ# may, in his airy Workhouſe, with 
ſympathetic Feelings, admire the regular 
Change of Seaſons, and the ſurprizing In- 
conſtancy of Engliſh Climate ; while the 
other has uſually around him Objects in 
abundance, to furniſh out Meditation on 
ſome of the minuteſt of the vifible Animal 
Creation; and the act of Slaying committed 
almoſt every inſtant, with Impunity, and 
without Remorſe, may convince him, that 


Man was ane intended, by his 
Maker, 
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Maker, the great Lord, and Ruler of he 


lower World. 


But, Gentlemen, What is all this 3 ? How 
little to ſatisfy the Cyc/opian Eye of Engliſh 


Curioſity ? And yet, if our Signs are pulled 
down, what more ſhall we have left ? For- 


bid it, Heaven ! that we learn only the Va- 


lue of our Signs, when we are about to 
loſe them ! People of Fortune, Gentlemen, 
have it in their Power to go abroad, to 
ſee, with their own Eyes, the Works of 
Nature, and of Art : But others muſt be 
contented to ſec them, as I may ſay, with 
other Eyes ; and to 'them Repreſentation 
comes in the Place of Reality, and in this 
mimick Creation, the Painter's Pencil is as 
the Finzer of Nature: Thus, by the aſſiſt- 
ance of Painting, we travel at Home; and 
thus, are the fine Arts evidently ſubſervient 
to the Purpoſes of Morality. 


which. compoſe the Bulk of the Nation, 
have it neither in their power to purchaſe, 
nor to ſee theſe maſterly Repreſentations 


of Nature by. a Titan, or a Raf hel: True, 


they cannot; and here i it is, that the Uriliey 
| of 


But ſtill it 
will be ſaid, the inferior Claſſes of People, 
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of Signs moſt evidently appears; for upon 
them are depicted Likeneſjcs of theſe de- 
certful Repreſentations of Nature, to be 
ſeen by all, at no Expence : T hey are equal- 
ly faithful Images of the Objects they are in- 
tended to exhibit, and I doubt not contribute 
equally to Devotion, as theſe more expen- 
five: Copies: In this View, I have long 
conſidered this Metropolis, as the Miſeum of 
the lower ſorts of People; and that to a 
plain Farmer, coming up from the Coun- 
try, the Tour of London, might be near 
as uſeful, as the Tour of Europe, to his 
young Maſter, from Eaton : On our Signs 
are to be ſeen Beaſts, Birds, Fiſhes and 
creeping things, from every Kingdom of 
the Earth, and from under every Quarter 
of Heaven: Univerſal Nature here caters 
for our Entertainment ; and to this alludes, 
that trite emphatic Saying, ** that all ths 
** World is to be ſeen in London,” —=l ad- 
mit, that confidering the ample Field Sign- 
Painters have to range in, we find not that 
Vuriety, we might juſtly expect; but this 
is owing to a Defect of Pilice, in ſuffering 
theſe Sons of Applies, to make tuo Signs 
| of 
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Of the ſame i. which they ſhould 
be prohibited from ever doing, under the 
ſevvreft Penalty ; until they had entirely 
Painted out, and fully exhauſted all the viſi- 
ble Creation: There is no Inſect fo ſmall, as 
to be unfit for this Purpoſe ; and a Hi or a 
Pijmire will ſerve equally well to diſtin- 
guiſh a Shop, as a Whale or an El-phant . 
The good conſequence of ſuch a wiſe Re- 
gulation, would be, that, in a little time, 
we ſhould become equally well acquainted 
with a!/ the Works of Nature; and we 
ſhould not hourly be meeting with Milli- 
ners, Tallow-Chandlnrs, Mercers, Gro- 
cers, living in the ſame Street, and al at 
the Signs of the five Bells, the Peacock, 
or the ſeven Stars. 

Here, I gladly take Notice 10 a piece of 
very common Diſhoneſty, in hopes, that ſuch 
as are guilty of it may reform: It is this; no 
ſooner has a Shop or Tavern acquired Repu- 
tation under any Sign or Name, than inſtantly 
that Name, or Sign, is aſſumed by fifty 
cothers; frequently very much to the Pre- 
judice of the Original ones: This is un- 
queſtionably, oa Filching from me my 

F ' good 
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good Name; and a ſubtle Species of Fraud 
that merits the ſevereit Puniſnment; yet 
are there innumerable Inſtances of it, in this 
Metropolis. | 

I have always obſerved, Gentlemen, that 
Examples in Reaſoning, like Precedents in 
Law, are uſually of great Conſequence ; J 
will therefore, with your Permiſſion, for 
the Strengthening of your Faith in the above 
Arguments, (which, you will however 
recollect, are neither 4g 1 nor aloe Rea- 
fon) produce a few Inſtances; in which, 
the prodigious Advantage of Signs, will be 
ſeen at firſt Sight; and, I will afterwards 
point out, by what means Signs might be 
rendered ſtill more uſeful, if we arc only 
ſuffered to retain them. 

The Sign of the Aon, repreſents the 
Moon; and the Moon is the Emblem of 
Inconfiancy, and has been held in high 
Eſteem, not certainly for th.t Reaſon, 
by fair Ladies in all Ages: a worthy 
Al 
me the other Day, diſcourſing on the Uſe- 
fulneſs of Signs, that he had for forty 
Years believed there was a Man in the Mozn, 

till 


rm n of my Acquaintance told 
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till chancing to ſee a true Picture of the 
full Mon on a Sign, he found out his 
Miſtake ; and now did not believe there 
was any ſuch thing, but that the Moon 
was juſt, like the Sun, a great Ba Fire, 
part of which was ſometimes c/ou7e.! with 
Smoke; and that no Man, to be ſure could 
live in it, unlcſs he were a Slamander + For 
the Advantage therefore of future Ald —n, 
who may be in the ſame Error as my Friend, 
as well as for the Inſtruction of our young 
Ladies, who never are ABROAD at Night, 
and yet may chuſc to fee their favorite Plan- 
net, I hope our Moons ſhall remain: The 
Knowledge of celeſtial Objects, is much 
eaſier obtained, when by the Painter's Pen- 
cil, as by a Teleſcope, they are brought 
nearer to the, Eye. 

The Sign of the Sn-viſing, gives to the 
Eye of Jundelonce the moſt glorious Sight in 
the World: That great Luminary riſing 
from the Lap of Thetiz*, blooming like a 

v3; Bride- 

* Thetis is a Sea Goddeſs, with whom Apo % 
is ſuppo ed to carouſe in the vening; and hence 
his ruddy Comp'exion every Morning : His 
Evening Colour, tho' fmilar, is obvinuſiy of ano- 


tier Hue, and procecus from tue Fat gues of te 


Day. 
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Bridegroom, and rejoicing in his Strength. 
N. E. For the Honour of the Female Sex, 
I know three Ladies who have ſeen the Sun 
rife in May. 

The Sign of the ſeven Stars informs Ig- 
norance of the Pleiades ; and without ſuch 
Information, many an honeſt Citizen might 
have died, in Ignorance of any ſuch Con- 
ſtellation : to his great Diſcomfort in this, 
and to his certain Loſs in the ohe er World; 
where, doub'l:ſs, there are Puniſhments for 
Peoples reading ſo many wicked political 
Pamphl-ts, without ever once glancing the 
great Volume of Nature. 

The Sign of the Sn over three Biſhops 
Mitres, denotes, that Religion flouriſhed 
in thoſe Days, when that was put up ; 


which may be learned of the Maſter of the 
| Shop 


* This is the Aſtronomical Term for the ſeren 
Stars ; which appear in the Heavens, exactly 
as they are painted on a Sign, in Cockayne-lane, 
near Greſham Collige and 10 where elſe, This 
Note, and the preceding, may be uſeful even 
to ſome of my Patrons : as a Man may be a very 

ood Council-man, witi:out much acquaintance 
w th the Miſſes Pleiades, and tho' he has never 
had the Honour of being introduced to Madam 


Thets. 
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Shop within ; and ſuch Information may 
be uſeful, for the ſettling controverted Points 
of Hiftory——alas | few Signs of this Sort 
are creed in cur Times: 
Fas parentum, pejor avis, tulit 
Nos nepwiores, mon daturos 
Progemem Titioftoren®, 


The Sign of the Sun irrediating the Head 


of Queen Elizabeth, betokens, that her Un- 
derſtanding was clear and enlightened, and 
her Wiſdom from Heaven: The Effgtes 


of all our former Monarchs, thus conſtantly 
preſented to our Eyes, tends to preſerve 


that Reverence and Reſpect, which good 
Subjects ſhould ever retain for deceaſed 
Sovereigns ; hcwever little they may have for 
the living. 
The Portraits of all the ancient Philoſo- 
phers, brings us ſomebew acquainted with 


theſe 


*] would have put this into Exgliſp; but at- 
tempting it after Dr. Francis's method; by giving 
every Member of every Senlence, exactly as they 
tand in the Original, I found myſelf unequal to 
the Taſk——tho' I recommend this Method of 


tranſlating as ſuper/atively good. See Francis's 


Demoſthenes preliminary Diſcourſe. p. 45. 
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theſe Sages; and infpires us with a Deſire 
of reading their Works: There are not two 
Defires more natural, and more reciprocal . 
than from knowing an Author's Perſon, to 
with to read his Works ; and from having 
read his Works, to wiſh to know ſome- 
what of his Perſon——and wha! lik- a Mn 
be Is All Authors know this, and this it is 
that leads them ſo much to publick Places : 
Hence you ſee Ch--rch--!l fo often in Ve- 
minſter- Hall, or at the Plavhouje ; and his 
Works are read, becauſe People are curi- 
ous to lee what ſuch a ſottiſh looking 

Sn of Virtue can produce. 

The Griffon is an Animal few People are 
much acquainted with; and tlie Attitude of 
a Griffon pounding in an Apothecary's 
Mortar, is what fewer without the Pain— 
ter's Aſſiſtance, could have eaſily conceived 

But this, with 9/7ck Swans, the Sun and 
Noon on the ſame Sign, with the fide of 
the Noon Next to the Sun dart and unen- 
lightened, and ſuch like bold Attempts, are 


what open the young Mind, and lead to 
that free and daring Exerciſe of the Inagr- 
na ien, 


of 
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nation, without which nothing great in 
Painting can be atchieved. 

A tender hearted Parent we know is, by 
our modern /imile laing Divines, frequently 
aſſimilated to a Pelican: But how are We 
to know the Extent of that Bird's Af, 
fection for its Offspring; were it not, that 
in every Street, we ſee it pecking its Breaſt 
with its Bill, and its young ones ea- 
gerly ſucking up the Blood, which ſtreams 
down its Feathers: Without ſuch Signs 
therefore, you ſee, the Preacher's Simile 
would be loſt ; and with it, doubtleſs, (for 
Similes are never vainly, or uſeleſsly intro- 
duced) much pious and profitable Inſtruc- 
tion. 

The King's Arms, at the ſame Time has 
they are Signs of the Loyalty of ſuch as 
hang them out, ſerve allo to remind others 
that they ſhould not be deficient in this 
publick Virtue ; and a Friend of mine af- 
ſures me, that he once knew the Families 
of five Tradeſmen, in one Street, converted 
to Loyalty, upon the ſetting up the King's 
A-ms over the Door of a Brother in Trade, 

| _ whe 
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who was à very old Man: From that hour, 
he ſays, his Majeſty's Health was bum- 
pered twice a Day in all their Families. 

Woolpacks are placed, I am told, beneath 
the Lords in the Houſe of Peers, to remem- 
ber them, (Wool being the Staple Commo- 
dity of England) that they ſhould ting 
there be more particularly attentive to her 
Intereſt : (I doubt not but S Pebbles 
will be introduced ſoon, for a like pur- 
poſe) and why may not Woolpacks ſuſpend- 
ed continually before our Eyes, produce 

the ſame good Effects, as when put under 
their Lordſhips Poſteriors; and keep us 
always mindful of England's Welfare. 

The many beautiful Signs of winged An- 
gels are ſo many of the ſtrongeſt Incentives 
to Virtue ; and cannot fail to ſtimulate the 
Fafr to tread, with Perſeverance, thoſe 
Paths, which will at laſt bring them to that 
happy Place ; where they ſhall all become 
pretty Angels*, While the Sign of a Bap- 


= tifts 


* Motives of this kind muſt affect moſt ſen- 
fibly our fine Ladies, and' our much finer modern 
young Gentlemen; and may gratify People's In- 
clinations, Who are fond of flying. 


ä 
tis Head, conveying indeed a ſeripture 
Story, is, however, ſo ſhocking to Humanity, 
and fo ſtrongly expreſſes the Diſcordance 
there is, between Beauty and Bloodſhed ; 
or rather, how much Vice deforms the 
fineſt Face, or Perſon; that i it is probable 
it might have retained even a Bland) or a 


Jeſeriæs in the ways of Virtue, had they ſeen 


it; and that if Signs of this ſort were more 


in Faſhion, Child-Murder would be much | 


leſs frequent. | 

One Convenience ariſes from Signs to 

near ſighted Perfens, (and you know, Gen-- 
tlemen, moſt of our People of Faſhion now: 
are either from Nature, Diſtemper, or Af- 
fectation near /ighted) that a Sign is much 
eaficr ſeen, than a Direction read; and 
whenever I perceive a Shoulder of Mutton, 
or a Round of Beef, I know I can there ſa- 
tiate my Hunger, without running about 
to look for a Beef-Steak Ordinary in mall 
printed Letters; during which time, I might 
entirely looſe my Appetite, and be unable 
to eat a Pennyworth.. 

The three Nuns, exhibit to us 4 ap- 


8 b of three outlandiſb Nomen, of fuch | 
7 7 ſort | 
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ſort as are not to-be found in this Country ; 
and may ſerve alſo to give us ſome Idea of 
the vetal Virgins : This Sign, as well as 
that of the winged Angels, ſhould be exe- 
cuted by the moſt eminent Gentlemen Ar- 
tiſts of Harp-alley, that the tranſcendent 
Beauty of the Nuns” Countenances, might 
_ allure our Virgins, to retain their Virginity ; 
which would be equallyfor their own Peace, 
Pleaſure and Quiet, as for the Advantage 
of the human Race. 

The Hog in Armour, to N People, 
who may not be in Town, on reuicu Days, 
affords a lively Repreſentation of an armed 
and accoutred Officer of the T- B-nds; 
and .muſt be very uſeful and pleaſant, to 
fuch as have feldom Opportunities of * 
ſuch ſtrange Sights, | 

The Storch Fiddle, if well nad, wichs 
be particularly uſeful to keep alive, and 
perpetuate that patriot Averſion, all good 
Engliſhmen ſhould with much Care cultivate, 
to the Natives and Inhabitants of the ether 
part of the united Kingdom: This is more 
neceflary in 'the lamented Abſence of the 
worthy Writer of the North Briton, 
; _ The 


\ 


„„ 
The Alam and Eve, and all other ſcrip 


tu ral Signs remind us of ſacred Hiſtories, 
which we are but too apt to forget in this 
profligate Age; in which 'tis no Wonder 


the Bible ſhould be neglected, when even 
the Prayer-Bocꝶ [Mfclf i is in * of being 
forgot. if 


The Ghoſt of Gabun; and the 8 | 


Jumping into a pint, Bottle, ſerve as/honour- 
able Memorials of the great Faith of the 
Engliſh Nation, and how extremely ready 
we always are to believe, what we can- 
not comprehend, | 


Theſe arc but a few, a very few of the 


many Proofs I might advance, of the Uti- 
lity of Signs, and how much they contri- 
bute to the Increaſo of Knowledge in the 
Inhabitants, or Viſitants of this great Me- 
tropolis. I could ſhow you how they 
might be rendered ſtill more inſtructive: 
Thus Taylors, ' Milliners', and Mantua- 
makers' Signs, weekly altered, might ex- 


hibit all the Variety of the Faſhions. Danc- 


ing and Fencing Maſters might teach the 
moſt graceful Attitudes ; Printſellers* would 
furniſh us with the reigning Tot; and 


* „ many 


* ao muanmcur rtf norman oo 
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many a Gentleman, as well as Footman, has 
learned to make a genteel Bow, taking ano- 

ther by the Hand, by a half Hour's ſeri- 
ous Contemplation, of the Sign of the Sau- 
tction-Tavern : But it is irkſome to think 
of new Advantages, when we are under 
the Apprehenfions of loſing the 0/7, with 
the Signs themſelves, from which alone theſe 
new Advantages could ariſe. I own I 
even write with regret on a Subject, of 
which I dread we muſt be fo ſoon de- 
-prived ; yet indulge me, Gentlemen, but 
a few Words more, to excite you to ſtand 
up in the Defence of theſe precious Signs; 
the Ornament of our Houſes, and the Glo- 
ry of our Capital. 

I am very well acquainted with, Gatide- 
men, and very highly value for, vour Af 
fection for the fine Arts; and, as you tender 
their Proſperity in this Country, let me 
intreat you not to part with our S gn Sg 

daubing is a School for Painters; juſt as 
- Fiſoeri:s are a Nurſery for Sailors : Nothing 
is more eafily conceived, that he may be 
; very well qualified to paint a Sign? to be 
viewed at the Diſtance of forty Feet ; who 
would 


Ae) - 
would'be but an improper Hand for a mi- 
niature Picture, to be ſeen juſt beyond the 


Point of the Noſe: What Traveller, who 
has been at Rome, has not ſeen the Sign of 


the Cat and an od Woman, whichtill hangs 
vp in the Street leading to the 7 Borgheſe, 
and was the fir ſt Eſſay of the inimitable 


| Michael Auge . If you would have 


Titiant and Raphoels encourage, by all 
means, encourage &gn- Painting. ; 


* Poets and Painters, like ſome of our greateſt | 
Merchants, riſe from ſmall beginnings : Every 


one knows the immortat Sbateſpaar's firſt Pro- 
duction was a bridal Song, beginning with, 


Lads, and Laſſes, come with me. © 
Dance beneath a Hawiborn Tree, & o. 


The elegant Simplicity of theſe two firſt Lines 
tuns thro' the whole of the Ballad; the Beauties 
of which, no Eng/i/þ Critic has, I believe yet 
diſplayed to the Public.——The Song itſelf in- 
deed is now almoſt neglected; tho' every good 


Judge who has heard it, muſt allow it is in every 


reſpect ſuperior to thoſe Nalian Airs, which com- 


poſe a great part of our moſt ridiculous and irra- 
tonal Winter Entertainments. If thoſe who 


differ from the Author will take the I rouble to 


read No. 3, 18, Sc. of the Spectator, and—— — 
 Ange/onis* 2, 16, 50, and 51, Letters, they 


may ferhaps ſee Reaſon to alter their Opinion: 


| 
| 
| 


ae. * 


5 
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. Another Confideration, Gentlemen, well 
meriting your Attention, is, that denuding 
the City of its Signs cannot fail to leſſen it 
alſo in its Wealth, in the Efimation-of F- 
reigners. Wherever you ſee a Country 
full of Gentlemens Seats, and Towns, there 
you may conclude that Country to be rich 
and populous ; and juſt fe tis when you 
fee a City full of Shops and Signs, there 
you may infer its Inhabitants to be induſtri- 
ous and opulent: Signs ſtrike the Eye; 
and are a ſort of Vouchers of Wealth : 
Remove theſe ; you leave us perhaps. little 
- poorer ; but the Idea Foreigners had of 
out Wealth, certainly falls with our Signs, 
and our Credit ſinks of courſe; and every 
Man; who underftands Trade, knows that 
you had better carry off the half of a Mer- 
chant's Caſh, than in the leaſt affect his 
Credit. Our City, ſtripped of its Signs, 
will reſemble a Lord Mayor ſtripped of 
his Rohes. Neither may indeed be leſs, 
but they will apprar.leſs : And obſerve a 
forthe: Conſequence"; that as London finks | 
in the Eſtimation Foreigners, Edinburgh 


and other Ccoteb Towns will riſe ; 3 by our 
| | Signs 
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Signs being transferred to that Country, where 
you cduld no more before the Union have 
found a Sign than a Tree; and that we 
know would have been a difficult Matter; 
for the Champion of our Liberty, the Au- 
thor of the North Briton, has aſſured us, 
chat if Judas Tſcarivt had thought of at- 
tempting Suicide in that Country, he would 
fooner have found the Grace of Repentance, 
than a Tree to have hanged himſelf on. 
The Romans were a very wiſe Peo- 
ple, and knew of what Conſequence it 
was to have a Number of Signs in Rome, 
to exalt her in the Opinion of Strangers: 
Hence in the flouriſhing Days of that State, 
every City in Itah abounded with Signs; 
till the Gothe and Vundals, like the Scots, 
the Enemies of the Arts, came from their 
bleak northern Regions, and fulled them 
ALL down : Quintillan, your favourite Au- 
thor, Gentlemen, ſays, Taberna erant 
circa Forum, ac Scutumillud'Signi Gratia Po- 
fitum.” That is, there were Taverns near 
the Exchange, which had Shield for their 
Signs: 'T heir Signs, you ſee; were emble- 
matical as our ' own;; the Shields denoting; 
the 


| 1 18 ) ö 
the Safety there is in Drinking or, thae 2 
Bumper wards off Care; and hence 
ariſe /w9 Arguments, for the Salyation of 
our Signs; the Example of that wiſe Na» 
tion; and the TO of Signs them- 5 
ſelues. 
Finally, Gentlemen, (hete 3 is the Sen, of 
a Conclufion) there remains yet one Rea- 
ſon more for your oppoting the pulling 
down the Signs, and it is uo /eſ5 cogent than 
theſe J have already mentioned ——lt is 
this, that the Signs are Mufica; and Mu- 
fick you know wasevey friendly to Vittue: 
How often returning Home, at the quiet 
and ſober Midnight Hour, has the Har- 
mony of two Signs, vibrated by the Wind, 
and ſoft on their Hinges turning, arreſted 
my Steps on the Pavement; and detained 
my raviſhed Ears, rapturouſly attentive to 
their beautiful Duet : Sometimes I have 
had the additional Pleaſure of the Watch - 
man's mellifluous Notes, which formed a 
moſt delightful Trio. A Friend of mine, 
a great Muſician, in windy Weather, is ſo 
charmed with the Harmony of the Signs of 
the Globe, Sun and —_— in Aftronomy- 
mm 
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_ fireet, that he often compares it tothe Au- 
fie of the Spheres, and thinks no inade- 


quate Idea may be formed from that of the 


Concerto Spiritnale, You know the Force of 3 
Muſick, Gentlemen; and, I doubt not, have 


Felt the Truth of our ſweet Poet's Obſerva- 


tion, that Muſick hay power to ſoothe the by 
Javage Breaſt, —Soakeſpear, if I miſtake | 


not, mentions it to us, as an Antidote againſt 


Treaſon ; and all ethical Writers concur in 


celebrating it as propitions to Morality, 
and particularly friendly to fema'e Fame, 


As you regard, therefore, the Morals of . 
your Sons and Apprentices ; as you value 


the Reputation of your Wives and Daugh- 
ters; as you would wifh their Chaſtity to 
remain unafſailed ; — then, then certainly 
moſt ſecure——oppoſe, oppoſe, with all 
your Might, the Deſtruction of the Signs. 
Thus have I, Gentlemen, fully ac- 
quitted my Promiſe, and proved by -a 


number of moſt convincing, and unan- 


ſwerable Arguments, that the Paving cur 
Streets, in the new Faſhion propoſed, with _ 
Leh Pe bles, and the ping daun our 
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Sins, muſt be in the laſt Degree prejudi- 
cial to the Heath, Morals, Underſtandings, 
Fame, and Fortune of our Citizens : It re- 
mains with you, Gentlemen, to deliberate 
what Method you are to take, to ſtop this 
Torrent of ruinous Innovation: Let your 
Meaſures be /:zga/, and confeititional, ſuch 
as an inviolate Attachment to the publick 
Good will juſtify ; and O may they be ef- 
fectual: The Sof will not fail to move 
Heaven and Eaith to obtain a Settlement 
here; and if they once get jirm Foting, 
Engliſomen may then repair to New Eng- 
land. For my own part, the Moment 
one Alley of the City is ſtripped of its 
Signs, or one of its narroweſt Lanes diſ- 
graced with & oteb Pebbles, that inſtant, I 
quit this devoted Land; and — unable to 
behold the Diſtreſſes of my Country, will 
2 ULTIMAW THULY*-— 
then, 


8 ULTIMAW THULY is a Village, fituated 
at the foot of the Apalacbian Mountains, in Nerth 
America; mentioned by an old Roman political 
miniſterial Ballad - Writer, Horatius; and, ſup- 
poſed in bis Days, to be the utmoſt Limits of the 
Roman on that Quarter, 
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+ then, then —0 England, England |—— 


O London, London !——O my fla, Citi 
BENS mm 


The AUTH OR expires. 

Enter the Publiſher, the Printer, 

and Printer's Devils, and carry off 
the——COPY. 5 


| The Scene [buts. 
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